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(iv) Administrative or punitive ac-
tion for violating this regulation. 

(3) Refer the soldier to a legal assist-
ance attorney for advice on his legal 
rights and obligations. 

(4) Help the soldier file an attotment 
or give other financial aid. 

(5) Advise the claimant of the 
amount, effective date, and means of 
payment. 

(6) Help the soldier apply for BAQ at 
the ‘‘with dependents’’ rate, if applica-
ble. 

(7) Ensure an ID card is issued for the 
child. 

(8) Consider administrative or puni-
tive action if the soldier fails to obey 
the court order. (See § 584.1(d)(5)(viii.) 

(9) Inform the first level field grade 
commander of the soldier’s repeated 
failure to meet the requirements of 
this regulation. Also, point out actions 
taken or contemplated to correct in-
stances of nonsupport of family mem-
bers. 

§ 584.4 Adoption proceedings. 

(a) General. This chapter does not 
apply to those situations were a soldier 
is trying to adopt a child. It applies to 
those situations where another person 
is trying to adopt a legitimate or ille-
gitimate child of a soldier. A child born 
in or out of wedlock normally may not 
be put up for adoption without the con-
sent of the parents. Therefore, commu-
nications from a judge or court asking 
that a soldier appear at an adoption 
hearing must be answered. 

(b) Commander’s actions. The com-
mander will— 

(1) Inform the soldier or the inquiry. 
(2) Urge the soldier to see a legal as-

sistance attorney. 
(3) Advise the court or judge, as ap-

propriate, that— 
(i) A request by the soldier for leave 

to attend an adoption hearing on (date) 
has been granted. 

(ii) A request by the soldier for leave 
to attend an adoption hearing on 
(date), if made, would be approved. 

(iii) Due to military requirements, 
the soldier cannot be granted leave to 
attend any court hearing until (date). 

(iv) The soldier has stated that he or 
she is not the natural parent of the 
child. 

(v) Since the soldier is not present 
because (give specific reasons), (for ex-
ample, temporary duty or leave), a 
complete response cannot be made 
until (date). 

(vi) The soldier is no longer in this 
command. The commander will provide 
the soldier’s new military address to 
the court or judge. The commander 
then will send a copy of the inquiry to 
the soldier’s new commander and ad-
vise the court or judge of this action. 

(4) Furnish the soldier with a copy of 
the communication and the reply. 

§ 584.5 U.S. citizenship determinations 
on children born out of wedlock in 
a foreign country. 

(a) General. (1) A child born out of 
wedlock in a foreign country of an 
American citizen father and an alien 
mother does not automatically gain 
U.S. citizenship. The child must first 
be legally acknowledged by the father. 
Marriage to the mother may be re-
quired in order for the child to acquire 
U.S. citizenship. The father also must 
establish that he had at least 10 years 
of physical presence in the United 
States prior to the child’s birth. Five 
of those years must have been spent in 
the United States after the father’s 
14th birthday. United States military 
service counts as physical presence in 
the United States. (See 8 U.S.C. 
1101(c)(1), 1401(g), and 1409(c).) Whether 
the child gains the citizenship of its 
mother depends entirely upon the laws 
of the nation in which she is a citizen. 

(2) A child born out of wedlock in a 
foreign country to an American citizen 
mother and an alien father or U.S. Cit-
izen father gains U.S. citizenship at 
birth if the mother had been physically 
present in the United States for a 
continous period of 1 year prior to the 
child’s birth. (See 8 U.S.C. 1409(c).) The 
child will gain the citizenship of the fa-
ther only if the laws of the nation of 
which the father is a citizen so provide. 

(b) Procedures for claiming U.S. citizen-
ship rights. (1) A father desiring rights 
of U.S. citizenship for a foreign-born 
child must legally acknowledge the 
child as his own and prepare a case file. 
Each case is decided on its own merits. 
The Department of State, if the child is 
in a foreign nation, or the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS), if the 
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